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increase the dissatisfaction with the Church which was steadily
growing in northern Europe.

In 1518 Leo X arranged with Francis I the marriage already
mentioned between his nephew Lorenzo and the King's rela-
tive Madeleine de la Tour d'Auvergne, this being the second
matrimonial alliance with the royal family of Fiance made by
the Medici family.9 When in the following year Lorenzo died
Leo sent his cousin Giulio to administer Florentine affairs for
a time; the latter remained at Florence from May to October
1519, and on his return to Rome Cardinal Passerini was left
in charge of Medicean interests in Florence on behalf of the
Pope, and continued in charge for the next two years.

In 1521, Perugia being greatly misgoverned by its ruler,
Gianpaolo Baglioni, described as "a monster of iniquity,"
Leo X determined to put an end to the Baglioni rule there
and to incorporate Perugia with the States of the Church. He
seems to have considered that against such a criminal any
treachery was admissible. Baglioni was invited to Rome under
the pretext of consulting with him about political affairs, and
given the Pope's safe-conduct; but on arrival was thrown
into prison, subjected to torture, and beheaded in the castle
of St. Angelo, the Pope taking possession of Perugia,10 About
the same time a similarly treacherous endeavour was made to
enlarge still further the States of the Church by seizing Fer-
rara; but the agents who had been bribed to open the gates
on the approach of the Papal forces11 revealed the plot to the
Duke of Ferrara, and the attempt failed. Even Roscoe, with
all his admiration for Leo X, remarks that these operations
''disclose some of the darkest shades of his character."12

And they are to be attributed,13 if not wholly, at all events
to a very large extent, to that action which was the funda-
mental mistake of Leo X's life. For in order to satisfy his
easy-going temperament, and indulge in those pursuits of
.Literature and Art, convivial pleasures, and luxurious enjoy-
ment, for which alone he cared, Leo surrendered the whole
conduct of the political affairs of the Papacy into the hands